Spatial Distribution and Accessibility to Public Sector Tertiary Care Teaching General Hospitals: Tale of Two Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Districts - Peshawar and Abbottabad.
Effective utilisation of healthcare facilities is determined by spatial and non-spatial factors, including their spatial distribution and physical accessibility. Public sector plays an important role in the provision of healthcare services for improving health in developing countries like Pakistan. We analysed the spatial distribution and accessibility to public sector tertiary care teaching and general hospitals in the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KPK) districts of Abbottabad and Peshawar. Two such hospitals in Abbottabad and three in Peshawar were selected for the analyses. Out of the 44 union councils (UCs) in Abbottabad, there are 23 and 15 UCS that are partially or fully accessible within the 12-kilometer buffer and the service area around the hospitals, respectively. Out of the 93 UCs in Peshawar, there are 79 and 77 UCs that are partially or fully accessible, respectively, within the 12-kilometer buffer and service area around the hospitals.